GEORGE FOX
seamy side to his nature, and Fox was no exception.
He was often self-righteous, intolerant, tedious, and un-
inspired, which is all very human; but he failed to
recognize it. He spoke with undue finality. He prob-
ably often mistook his own opinions for "openings"
from the Lord. His exposition of Scripture would
have been far more helpful had he disciplined himself
in scholarship. He had an appalling stiffness of con-
science and did not even need a molehill to make a
mountain. Had he possessed more historical perspec-
tive, he would have realized that his idea was not
wholly original and that he owed a debt to existing
religious institutions, many of which had genuine
worth even though they were so often in need of re-
form. But he apparently saw little good in religious
movements other than his own. Moreover, his own
charity sometimes failed when his persecutors met with
misfortune, and he records the death of some of them
with a self-righteous unction not far removed from
glee.
In spite of these limitations, he had enormous power.
In the Foreword of this volume the writer stated his
purpose to explain these men. Fox is one who defies
full explanation. Like the great religious leaders of
all time he drew his ultimate strength from a spring
which seems to have been revealed only to God's
prophets. He once declared that God spoke to Mm as
truly as he ever did to the prophets and apostles of
old. Though we cannot draw the veil from the mys~
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